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Top Line
France 24 reported that a Russian strike on a Ukrainian school used for aid distribution killed at least 31 people, according to local authorities. The Guardian reported that the US launched limited strikes on Iran’s Qeshm Island late on Monday; the strikes reportedly targeted missiles used against US assets. BBC News World and Deutsche Welle reported that the US plans to remove South Africa and Rwanda from its duty-free trade initiative.

Regional Developments

Europe / Russia
	France 24 reported that a Russian “double tap” strike hit a Ukrainian school being used for aid distribution; local authorities said at least 31 people were killed. (attributed) [1]
	France 24 reported that utility bills in Russia have risen by more than 50% since the start of the war in 2022, including by more than 13% this year, as Russian households face increasing financial strain. (attributed) [5]


Middle East
	The Guardian reported that the US launched limited strikes on Iran’s Qeshm Island late on Monday, reportedly targeting surface-to-air missiles being used against US assets; the report also said Vice-President JD Vance voiced optimism about diplomatic efforts to end the war. (attributed) [2]


Other Regions
	BBC News World and Deutsche Welle reported that the US plans to drop South Africa and Rwanda from its duty-free trade initiative, a centerpiece of US economic engagement with sub-Saharan Africa. Deutsche Welle said the Trump administration accused the two countries of breaking the initiative’s rules. [3][4]


Cyber and Infrastructure
	BleepingComputer reported that Chinese hackers used the ARTEX AI penetration-testing framework in attacks against more than 200 organizations across 14 countries. (attributed) [6]


Changes Since Previous Brief
5 new and 0 updated development(s) reported.

Sources

	France 24: ‘Vile terrorist attack’: Russia bombs Ukraine aid centre (2026-11-03T16:30Z)

	The Guardian World: US strikes Iran’s Qeshm Island as Vance voices optimism about a deal (2026-11-03T13:52Z)

	BBC News World: Trump to remove Rwanda and South Africa from US trade deal (2026-11-03T13:28Z)

	Deutsche Welle: US to drop South Africa, Rwanda from duty-free trade initiative (2026-11-02T21:40Z)

	France 24: Russian households face increasing financial strain as war in Ukraine drags on (2026-11-03T17:05Z)

	BleepingComputer: Chinese hackers use ARTEX AI in automated attacks against 200 orgs (2026-11-02T21:40Z)
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